
launched Sept. 9th, 2011 as Open Access Repository 
gives access to about 900 publications in the fi nal published version 
authored by the renowned Leibniz Awardees across all academic disciplines 
based on licenses from over 140 copyright holders 
run by Bavarian State Library, Munich, Germany 
funded by the German Research Foundation

the excellence platform 
of the winners of the Leibniz Prize, 
awarded by the German Research Foundation

Project description
Since the start of the project in 2009, the 
Bavarian State Library has been working 
towards agreements with the rights owners 
in order to make those publications available 
in open access in the fi nal published version. 
A signifi cant number of publishers have since 
then been participating in the project, which 
allows the Bavarian State Library to host and 
index those publications – both journal arti-
cles and monographs – to enable the access 
and download of these works protected by 
copyright for private and scientifi c use. In the 
case of certain providers, the documents are 
not stored locally, but the publisher has pro-
vided the platform with specifi c links which 
allow free access to the document in ques tion 
on their server. In both cases, free access to 
works protected by copyright for private and 
scientifi c use is enabled. 

Funder’s aim 
The renowned Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz 
Prize is the highest honour awarded in 
German research and was established by the 
German Research Foundation (DFG) in 1986. 
At the outset of the project Awardees were 
asked to name up to ten publications of their 
own which they would want to see avail able 
in Open Access, through a common platform 
of the prize winners. Based on publication lists 
that were submitted by the authors them-
selves, the project is the nucleus for realising a 
“Cream of Science for Germany” on the Dutch 
model.
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