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Technology-­‐driven	
  age?	
  

	
   	
  	
  

	
   	
  Rather,	
  deep	
  conceptual	
  changes	
  
are	
  being	
  enabled,	
  accelerated	
  and	
  
influenced	
  in	
  itera@ve	
  ways	
  by	
  digital	
  
technologies.	
  



Re-­‐imagining	
  Higher	
  Educa@on	
  in	
  the	
  
Digital	
  Age	
  

•  Educa@on:	
  From	
  teaching	
  content	
  to	
  acquiring	
  
content	
  AND	
  competencies	
  =	
  Learning	
  
(developing	
  talent)	
  

•  Research:	
  From	
  increasing	
  specializa@on	
  to	
  
specializa@on	
  AND	
  contextualiza@on	
  =	
  the	
  
Research	
  T	
  

•  Innova@on:	
  From	
  Technology	
  Transfer	
  to	
  
People-­‐Centered	
  Innova@on	
  =	
  Engaged	
  
Scholarship	
  



How the digital triangle is framing 
the 21st century 

Digital Technologies Digital Content 

Digital Literacies 



The Emergence  
of Digital SSH Scholarship in Canada 

Examples:  
•  1978: Canadian Committee on History and Computing 

•  1986: COCH/COSH (Consortium for Computing in the 
 Humanities) which became SDH/SEMI (Society 
 for Digital Humanities/Société pour l'étude des 
 médias interactifs).    



	
  
	
  
	
  
“All	
  research	
  data	
  collected	
  with	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  SSHRC	
  funds	
  must	
  be	
  
preserved	
  and	
  made	
  available	
  for	
  use	
  by	
  others	
  within	
  a	
  reasonable	
  
period	
  of	
  @me.	
  SSHRC	
  considers	
  ‘a	
  reasonable	
  period’	
  to	
  be	
  within	
  
two	
  years	
  of	
  the	
  comple@on	
  of	
  the	
  research	
  project	
  for	
  which	
  the	
  
data	
  was	
  collected.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  policy	
  is:	
  
	
  
• 	
  To	
  facilitate	
  the	
  advancement	
  of	
  knowledge	
  in	
  the	
  social	
  sciences	
  
and	
  humani@es	
  by	
  encouraging	
  researchers	
  to	
  share	
  research	
  data	
  
	
  	
  
• 	
  Greater	
  availability	
  of	
  research	
  data	
  will	
  contribute	
  to	
  improved	
  
training	
  for	
  graduate	
  and	
  undergraduate	
  students”	
  
	
  

 

First steps at SSHRC (beginning early 1990s):  
Research Data Policy   
 
 



Public	
  Funding	
  =	
  Public	
  Good	
  =	
  Public	
  Access	
  



The	
  Changing	
  World	
  of	
  Scholarly	
  Communica5on:	
  	
  	
  
Challenges	
  and	
  Choices	
  for	
  Canada	
  

A	
  stark	
  picture	
  of	
  the	
  rising	
  costs	
  of	
  
academic	
  journals	
  

(November 1996) 



Digital	
  Journals	
  ≠	
  Analog	
  Journals	
  
	
  

Digital	
  ≠	
  Analog	
  	
  



“New information technologies represent 
one of the major impacts on humanities 
teaching and research. They also present 
an exciting opportunity for scholars, 
teachers and students to become informed 
partners and innovators.”  
 
Working Group on the Future of the Humanities, 
SSHRC, September 2000 

 
 





“…results	
  of	
  research	
  produced	
  by	
  authors	
  without	
  
expecta@on	
  of	
  payment…”	
  
	
  

(2001) 



 
“The overall objectives of the Image, Text, Sound and Technology 
program are to: 
 
• reflect on, interpret, and analyze new digital media, multimedia, and 
text-based computing technologies, and integrate these into 
humanities and social sciences research;  
 
• bring together theorists, experimentalists, and technologists from 
different disciplines to share and nurture ideas and methods that 
challenge research to advance through the use of audio-visual and 
text-based technologies; and 
  
• facilitate the creation of national and international networks of, and 
partnerships among, researchers, industries, governments, and 
individuals that will promote and sustain social sciences and 
humanities research and resources worldwide.”  
 



Berlin	
  Declara,on	
  2003	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  promote	
  the	
  internet	
  as	
  a	
  medium	
  for	
  
dissemina@ng	
  	
  global	
  knowledge	
  
	
  
To	
  accelerate	
  the	
  pace	
  of	
  scholarship	
  and	
  research	
  	
  



In	
  October	
  2004	
  SSHRC	
  adopted,	
  in	
  principle,	
  a	
  policy	
  of	
  open	
  access	
  that	
  
would	
  guide	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  its	
  research	
  support	
  programs.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Following	
  consulta@ons	
  with	
  the	
  research	
  community,	
  SSHRC	
  adopted	
  in	
  
2006	
  a	
  three-­‐part	
  strategy:	
  
	
  
1)	
  awareness	
  raising;	
  

2)	
  educa,on;	
  
	
  
3)	
  promo,onal	
  approach	
  to	
  Open	
  Access.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  

GUIDING	
  PRINCIPLES	
  FOR	
  SSHRC’S	
  OPEN	
  ACCESS	
  POLICY	
  	
  



Re-thinking the 
work of 
publishing: 

 
Not printed 

journals, books, 
etc. 

 
Rather, doing work 

as  
 
1) Filter 

2) Curator 
 
  



New Approach to Funding Scholarly Journals (2006-2007) 
 

“The value of the basic grant will be calculated on the basis of $850 for each 
approved, peer-reviewed scholarly article to be published during each year of 
the grant period.” 



New Approach to Funding Scholarly Journals (2006-2007) 
 

“The value of the basic grant will be calculated on the basis of $850 for each 
approved, peer-reviewed scholarly article to be published during each year of 
the grant period.” 

“As part of the total grant value, up to $5,000 per annum may be requested 
for….transition costs, or those costs directly related to the transition to an 
electronic medium (the purchase of new computers, including software, costs 
related to the launch of a website, and staff training).”  



24.1	
   27.2	
  

51.3	
  
37.4	
  

11.3	
  

Open	
  Access	
   Moving	
  Wall	
   Open	
  Access	
  or	
  
Moving	
  Wall	
  

Subscrip,on-­‐Based	
   Other	
  

SSHRC	
  Journals	
  Compe,,on	
  2011:	
  
Business	
  Models	
  of	
  Applicants	
  

	
  	
  
Percentage	
  of	
  Applicants	
  



“Philosopher’s	
  Imprint	
  is	
  an	
  open-­‐access	
  philosophy	
  journal	
  from	
  the	
  
University	
  of	
  Michigan.	
  Its	
  mo#o	
  is,	
  ‘Edited	
  by	
  philosophers,	
  published	
  by	
  
librarians.’	
  “	
  1	
  
	
  
	
  

-­‐Peter	
  Suber,	
  Promo5ng	
  Open	
  Access	
  in	
  the	
  Humani5es.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
1	
  Emphasis	
  added.	
  Can	
  be	
  accessed	
  online	
  at:	
  h#p://www.earlham.edu/~peters/wri@ng/apa.htm	
  



	
  What-­‐
Who	
  is	
  
the	
  

Filter?	
  
	
  
	
  





Crowdsourcing	
  the	
  Icelandic	
  cons,tu,on!	
  

“In	
  crea,ng	
  the	
  new	
  
document,	
  the	
  council	
  has	
  
been	
  pos,ng	
  dra]	
  clauses	
  
on	
  its	
  website	
  every	
  week	
  
since	
  the	
  project	
  launched	
  
in	
  April.	
  The	
  public	
  can	
  
comment	
  underneath	
  or	
  
join	
  a	
  discussion	
  on	
  the	
  
council's	
  Facebook	
  page.”	
  
	
  

-­‐ “Mob	
  rule:	
  Iceland	
  crowdsources	
  its	
  next	
  cons5tu5on”,	
  	
  
by	
  Haroon	
  Siddique,	
  The	
  Guardian	
  UK,	
  June	
  9	
  2011.	
  h#p://

www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jun/09/iceland-­‐crowdsourcing-­‐cons@tu@on-­‐
facebook	
  



Public 

Students Scholars 

Scholarly 
Engagement 

New Forms of Scholarly Engagement –  

To enhance learning, research, and help make a better world 



	
  
1.  The	
  public	
  is	
  interested	
  in	
  our	
  

topics!	
  	
  
	
  Therefore,	
  the	
  public	
  has	
  
expecta@ons	
  about	
  being	
  able	
  to	
  
read	
  intelligently	
  about	
  what	
  is	
  
wri#en.	
  	
  

	
  
2.  Our	
  journals	
  have	
  higher	
  rejec@on	
  

rates	
  (70-­‐90%)	
  than	
  science,	
  
technology	
  and	
  medical	
  journals	
  
(20-­‐40%)	
  

3.	
  	
  	
  Shelf	
  life…	
  
	
  

Special	
  Features	
  of	
  the	
  Social	
  Sciences	
  and	
  Humani,es	
  



“	
  …the	
  following	
  syllogism:	
  (1)	
  Scholars	
  in	
  the	
  
humani@es	
  some@mes	
  use	
  technical	
  language.	
  (2)	
  I	
  
don’t	
  understand	
  it.	
  (3)	
  Therefore,	
  they	
  are	
  ripping	
  off	
  
both	
  their	
  students	
  and	
  the	
  taxpayers…	
  
	
  
Would	
  she	
  commit	
  herself	
  to	
  the	
  same	
  claim	
  about,	
  
say,	
  kinesiologists,	
  and	
  their	
  technical	
  knowledge?	
  
Mathema@cians?	
  

	
  
–	
  Stephen	
  Siemon,	
  Edmonton,	
  	
  

Le#er	
  to	
  the	
  Editor,	
  Globe	
  and	
  Mail,	
  October	
  24th	
  2011	
  



As	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  Knowledge	
  Mobiliza/on	
  Strategy,	
  	
  
SSHRC	
  has	
  made	
  open	
  access	
  a	
  priority.	
  	
  

	
  
SSHRC	
  will:	
  
	
  	
  
• 	
  Facilitate	
  and	
  enable	
  the	
  accessibility	
  and	
  impact	
  of	
  research	
  by	
  
increasing	
  and	
  enhancing	
  the	
  flow	
  of	
  research	
  knowledge	
  among	
  
researchers,	
  and	
  between	
  researchers	
  and	
  knowledge	
  users	
  
	
  
• 	
  Improve	
  research	
  connec@ons	
  by	
  facilita5ng	
  reciprocal	
  rela5onships	
  
between	
  researchers	
  and	
  knowledge	
  users	
  for	
  the	
  (co-­‐)crea@on	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  
research	
  knowledge	
  
	
  
• 	
  Enhance	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  knowledge	
  mobiliza@on	
  by	
  developing	
  networks,	
  
tools	
  and	
  best	
  prac5ces	
  	
  
	
  







“TAPoR is a gateway to tools for 
sophisticated analysis and retrieval, along 
with representative texts for 
experimentation. 
 
Features of TAPoR 
Manage electronic texts  
Experiment with online text tools  
Learn about digital textuality” 



The Canadian Writing Research Collaboratory/ 
Le Collaboratoire scientifique des écrits du Canada (CSÉC) 

“ Words move differently now, through 
semi-conductors, across screens, at 
lightning speed, and in vast 
quantities.” 







Project	
  bamboo	
  screen	
  grab	
  –	
  opening	
  up	
  of	
  scholarship	
  and	
  scalable	
  
Reading	
  through	
  digital	
  means	
  



Percentage of students identifying  
Apple or Google  

in their top 5 preferred places to 
work	
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•  "We	
  are	
  going	
  through	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  
unbelievable	
  growth	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  hiring	
  about	
  
6,000	
  people	
  this	
  year	
  -­‐	
  and	
  probably	
  
4,000-­‐5,000	
  from	
  the	
  humani@es	
  or	
  liberal	
  
arts.“	
  

•  Marissa	
  Mayer,	
  Vice-­‐President	
  of	
  Consumer	
  Products,	
  
Google	
  



IBM 









“Agatha	
  Chris@e	
  
likely	
  suffered	
  from	
  
Alzheimer’s”	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  “Research	
  by	
  U	
  of	
  T	
  
professors	
  Ian	
  Lancashire	
  
and	
  Graeme	
  Hirst	
  has	
  
garnered	
  top	
  spot	
  in	
  the	
  
N.Y.	
  Times’	
  9th	
  Annual	
  
Year	
  in	
  Ideas.”	
  

	
  
	
  



Building Upon Diverse  
Ways of Knowing 





“	
  A	
  genius	
  for	
  mixing	
  the	
  
humani@es	
  and	
  sciences.”	
  

-­‐Walter	
  Isaacson,	
  Steve	
  Jobs	
  



“	
  …The	
  intersec,on	
  of	
  the	
  
humani,es	
  and	
  science…	
  
There’s	
  something	
  magical	
  
about	
  that	
  place.”	
  

Steve	
  Jobs	
  	
  
(as	
  quoted	
  in	
  Isaacson,	
  Steve	
  
Jobs)	
  



The	
  Research	
  T	
  



Canada’s	
  major	
  public	
  funding	
  agencies	
  make	
  investments	
  in	
  research	
  and	
  research	
  training	
  for	
  
the	
  benefit	
  of	
  all	
  Canadians,	
  and	
  the	
  world.	
  New	
  knowledge	
  and	
  insights	
  gained	
  through	
  
research	
  provide	
  solu@ons	
  to	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  issues	
  most	
  important	
  to	
  Canadians:	
  	
  

• 	
  To	
  improve	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  our	
  environment	
  and	
  health;	
  	
  
• 	
  Enhance	
  public	
  safety	
  and	
  security;	
  	
  
• 	
  Develop	
  sound	
  public	
  policies;	
  	
  
• 	
  Understand	
  human	
  experience	
  and	
  the	
  complexity	
  of	
  our	
  rela@ons	
  across	
  cultures,	
  
languages,	
  religions	
  and	
  histories;	
  	
  
• 	
  Protect	
  endangered	
  species;	
  advance	
  economic	
  prosperity;	
  and	
  so	
  on.	
  	
  
• 	
  As	
  such,	
  research	
  agencies	
  have	
  a	
  fundamental	
  interest	
  in	
  ensuring	
  that	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  the	
  
research	
  they	
  fund	
  are	
  disseminated	
  as	
  widely	
  as	
  possible…	
  

	
  
There	
  is	
  a	
  growing	
  number	
  of	
  examples	
  that	
  illustrate	
  how	
  open	
  access	
  to	
  research	
  data	
  and	
  
publica@ons	
  have	
  contributed	
  to	
  advances	
  in	
  knowledge.	
  Open	
  access	
  publica@ons	
  are	
  used	
  and	
  
cited	
  more	
  widely	
  by	
  other	
  researchers.	
  In	
  rela,on	
  to	
  the	
  wider	
  community,	
  open	
  access	
  
contributes	
  to	
  the	
  ‘informed	
  ci,zen’	
  and	
  ‘informed	
  consumer’.	
  In	
  addi@on,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  growing	
  
body	
  of	
  evidence	
  that	
  open	
  access	
  would	
  result	
  in	
  significant	
  economic	
  benefits	
  at	
  the	
  na@onal	
  
level	
  as	
  well…	
  
	
  

-­‐Comprehensive	
  Brief	
  on	
  Open	
  Access	
  to	
  Publica5ons	
  and	
  	
  
Research	
  Data	
  for	
  the	
  Federal	
  Gran5ng	
  Agencies,	
  June	
  2011,	
  p.	
  3	
  

	
  

Public	
  Investments	
  in	
  Open	
  Access	
  	
  



“On	
  a	
  scale	
  ranging	
  from	
  extremely	
  interdisciplinary	
  to	
  exclusively	
  
disciplinary,	
  how	
  would	
  you	
  characterize	
  your	
  research?”	
  

5.7	
  

31.1	
  

38.9	
  

24.3	
  

5.9	
  

31.6	
  

39.8	
  

22.7	
  

6.3	
  

36.9	
  
41.2	
  

15.5	
  

0	
  

5	
  

10	
  

15	
  

20	
  

25	
  

30	
  

35	
  

40	
  

45	
  

Exclusively	
  
disciplinary	
  

Quite	
  disciplinary	
   Quite	
  
interdisciplinary	
  

Extremely	
  
Interdisciplinary	
  

Social	
  Sciences	
  
Humani@es	
  
History	
  

PERCENT	
  %	
  

Source:     2008 web survey, SSH faculty, Science-Metrix 



Gerri  
Sinclair 










