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The Public Library of Science 

•  An organization since Oct 2000 & a publisher since 
Oct 2003 

•  The publisher of 7 Open Access journals 
as well as PLoS Blogs, PLoS Currents, and PLoS Hubs 

•  The largest not-for-profit Open Access publisher 
–  One of the ‘big three’ OA publishers (with Hindawi & BioMedCentral) 
–  The only major ‘US based’ OA publisher 

•  Based in San Francisco, and Cambridge UK 
–  Approx 120 people total 

•  Self Sustaining since late 2010 



Old Mission: 
  

 to make “the world’s scientific and medical 
literature a freely available public resource” 

 
New Mission: 
 

 “accelerating progress in science and medicine 
by leading a transformation in research 
communication.”  
–  Eliminate unnecessary barriers to immediate availability, 

access, and use of research  
–  Pursue a publishing strategy that drives openness, quality, 

and integrity  
–  Develop innovative approaches to the assessment, 

organization, and reuse of ideas and data  

 



General Features of the PLoS Business 

•  Full CC-BY license 
–  (i.e. commercial re-use is permitted) 

•  All journals operate ‘APC’ business models: 
–  PLoS Biology & PLoS Medicine: $2,900 
–  PLoS Genetics, PLoS Pathogens, PLoS Computational Biology, 

PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases: $2,250 
–  PLoS ONE: $1,350 

•  APC fees have not risen since August 2009 
•  Ability to pay does not affect ability to publish 

•  Institutional & individual membership programs 
•  Banner advertising on the sites 
•  Some philanthropic grants 



PLoS Biology 
October, 2003 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
October, 2004 
 

PLoS Community Journals 
June-September, 2005 

& October, 2007 (NTDs) 

PLoS ONE 
December, 2006 



Growth in PLoS Submissions and Publications 



Source: PLoS Progress report (http://bit.ly/plosprog) 
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2011: 14,500 articles. 
~1 in 60 of ALL 

scientific articles are 
now being published 

in PLoS ONE 

Growth in PLoS ONE Publications 
 
 

PLoS ONE Articles Published per Quarter 



PLoS ONE ‘clones’ 



•  G3 (Genetics Society of America) - $1,650 / $1,950 
•  BMJ Open - £1,200 

•  Scientific Reports (Nature Publishing Group) - $1,350 

•  AIP Advances (American Inst Phys) - $1,350 

•  Biology Open (Company of Biologists) - $1,350 

•  TheScientificWorldJOURNAL (Hindawi) - $1,000 

•  QScience Connect (Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation) - $995 

•  SAGE Open - $695 

•  Springer Plus - $ tba 

•  A series of Taylor & Francis journals (tba in 2012) 

Some Recent Launches 
of PLoS ONE ‘clones’ 



•  PLoS Currents (http://www.plos.org/publications/currents/) 
–  Influenza 
–  Huntington Disease (with CHDI) 
–  Evidence on Genomic Tests (with US Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention) 
–  Tree of Life (phylogenetic studies) 
–  Muscular Dystrophy (Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy) 
–  Disasters 

New Products at PLoS 
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